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Ten Bits of Business Wisdom From Steve Jobs
1. Embrace the opportunity in every situation. “Getting fired
from Apple was the best thing that could have ever happened to
me. The heaviness of being successful was replaced by the
lightness of being a beginner again, and less sure about
everything. It freed me to enter one of the most creative periods
of my life.”
2. Commit to doing great work and never settle. “Your work is
going to fill a large part of your life, and the only way to be truly
satisfied is to do what you believe is great work. And the only way
to do great work is to love what you do. If you haven’t found it
yet, keep looking, and don’t settle. As with all matters of the
heart, you’ll know when you find it. And, like any great
relationship, it just gets better and better as the years roll on. So
keep looking, and don’t settle.”

3. Make every day count. “Remembering that I’ll be dead soon is the most important tool I’ve ever
encountered to help me make the big choices in life. Because almost everything all external expectations, all
pride, all fear of embarrassment or failure- these things just fall away in the face of death, leaving only what is
truly important. Remembering that you are going to die is the best way I know to avoid the trap of thinking
you have something to lose.”
4. Don’t miss your moment. “Right now the new is you, but someday not too long from now, you will
gradually become the old and be cleared away. Your time is limited, so don’t waste it living someone else’s
life. Don’t be trapped by dogma which is living with the results of other people’s thinking. Don’t let the noise
of others’ opinions drown out your own inner voice. Have the courage to follow your heart and intuition. They
somehow already know what you truly want to become. Everything else is secondary.”
5. Keep your priorities in check. “Manage the top line, which is your strategy, your people and your
products, and the bottom line will follow. My model for business is the Beatles. They were four guys who kept
each other’s negative tendencies in check. They balanced each other, and the total was greater than the sum
of the parts. Great things in business are never done by one person. They’re done by a team of people.”
6. Attract remarkable people. “Building a company is really hard. It requires the greatest persuasive abilities
to hire the best people and to keep them working at your company and doing the best work of their lives.
We’ve been lucky to have great partners and to have attracted great people. Everything that has been done
has been done by remarkable people.”
7. Choose the right horse to ride. “Apple is a company that doesn’t have the most resources. The way
we’ve succeeded is by choosing the right horses to ride really carefully. We try to pick things that are in their
Spring. If you choose wisely you can save yourself a tremendous amount of work, instead of trying to do
everything. Sometimes you just have to pick the things that look like they’ll be the right horse to ride.”

8. Don’t stress…it will all work itself out. “If the market tells us we’re making the wrong choices, we’ll listen
to the market. That’s what a lot of customers pay us to do, to try to make the best product. And if we
succeed, they’ll buy them, but if we don’t, then they won’t. And it will all work itself out.”
9. Move on to the next great thing. “If you do something and it turns out pretty good, you should go out and
do something else wonderful. Don’t dwell on it for too long, just figure out what’s next.”
10. Stay hungry. Stay foolish. “Much of what I’d stumbled into by following my curiosity and intuition turned
out to be priceless later on.”
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